GEORGE THE THIRD
behaved abominably to his mother on many occasions, that lie
had allied himself with the Opposition as it would appear merely
to embarrass the Government, that he had befouled his fair name
with the grossest indecencies and most disgusting debaucheries.
Both Eldon and Pitt pleaded with the King to be generous:
they urged that it was in the public interest that bygones should
be bygones; and eventually die King gave way. In a letter to
Eldon, written on August 20th, he said:
. . . His Majesty is willing to receive the Prince of Wales on
Wednesday at Kew, provided no explanation or excuses are
attempted to be made by the Prince of "Wales, but that it is merely
to be a visit of civility; as any retrospect could but oblige the King
to utter truths which, instead of healing, must widen the present
breach. His Majesty will have the Queen, the Princesses, and at
least one of his sons, die Duke of Cambridge, present on the occasion.
But the interview did not take place: although the Prince wrote
to say that he would come to Kew and arrangements were made
to receive him, when the day came round he sent a message to
the effect that he was too unwell to make the j ourney. It was then
that the King's graciousness returned: he commanded the Lord
Chancellor * to express to the Prince of Wales his sorrow at his
/ being unwell'; and at the same time it was intimated that the
interview could take place when the King returned from his
annual holiday at Weymouth. How much better it would have
been had George only written a personal note to his son !
As usual the King derived great benefit from his stay at Wey-
mouth ; and when he called to see George Rose at Cujfnells at
the end of October he was in the best of spirits. He talked freely
to his host, explaining frankly to him why he had acted in such
and such a way, or come to such and such a decision in the past;
and the record of those conversations, preserved in Rose's Diaries,
throws a powerful light on the King's character. But, at the
same time, there were not wanting indications that his health
was breaking, perhaps more rapidly than either he or his friends
then realized; and it is significant that in the following January
he delivered for the last time in person the Speech from the
Throne in Parliament. By July 1805 he was almost blind as the
result of cataract; but he bore his affliction -with the greatest
patience and fortitude; and although he continued to take the
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